[Lung cancer in the province of Trieste].
In our study we analyzed a file of 756 males with lung cancer and an equal number of controls matched by sex, age and year of death. All the subjects were resident in the Trieste area, died between 1979-81 and 1985-86 and underwent autopsy at the Istitute of Pathological Anatomy of the University of Trieste. The aim of the research was to analyze and quantify the risk to develop lung cancer in those exposed to asbestos, and well-recognized carcinogens (list A of I.A.R.C.) or suspected (list B). We have also analyzed the relative risk (R.R.) for lung cancer among those subjects with environmental exposure to air pollution in industrial and urban areas. The study was set up in the Trieste province, a geographic area which is particularly suitable for epidemiological studies. We have demonstrated on excess of risk for males exposed to asbestos (R.R. = 1.99) and to other well known carcinogens (R.R. = 2.28). The capability in differentiating the relative risk of smoking and professional exposure to oncogenetic substances allowed us to detect an excess of risk for people living in industrial and urban areas, when compared to those living in rural and peripheral areas.